129.   LETTER TO GENERAL SMUTS1

JOHANNESBURG,
May 12, 1908

DEAR MR.  SMUTS,

I ventured to send a telephone message to you with reference to a
telegram I have received from Mr, Chamney saying that all Asiatics
who at the time of the compromise were outside the Colony and who
are now coming in and .who have arrived after the 9th instant should
apply under the Act. I am sure you do not mean this at all, in the face
of2 the clear statement in the letter addressed by me from the jail. It
has created almost a panic. I venture to hope that the necessary instruc-
tions will be issued, and that voluntary registration will be accepted from
those who may now come in.

Tours truly 9

M. K. GANDHI

GENERAL J, C. SMUTS
COLONIAL OFFICE
PRETORIA

India Office, Judicial and Public Records: 2896/08; also a photostat of the
typewritten office copy: S. N. 4811

ISO.   LETTER TO A. CARTWRIGHT
[JOHANNESBURG,]
May 14, 1908
Personal
DEAR   MR.    CARTWRIGHT,
Perhaps the Angel of Peace will again have to be requisitioned.
The accompanying copies3 will tell their own tale. I do not think it is
necessary for you to move just yet, but the situation that has arisen
shows the danger of trusting suspiciously. The letter4 you brought was
1 This letter was published in Indian Opinion, 4-7-1908, and a copy of it was sent
by Ritch as an annexure to his letter .of July 27, 1908 to the Colonial Office.
2 The words "the face of" do not occur hi the office copy and were presumably
added in the letter.
3 Of the correspondence with General Smuts
4 Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 40-2.